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It has been a busy fall for the marching 

bands at Chiawana and Pasco high schools. 

Both bands earned  high honors at regional 

competitions in October. 

The Chiawana Marching Band and Color-

guard placed 2nd in their division, and 6th 

overall at the Harvest Marching Festival on 

Oct.15 in Yakima. The band also brought 

home the award for Best Drum Major. 

On the following weekend, the Riverhawks 

placed 2nd in the AA division, and 3rd over-

all, at the WSU Marching Band Champion-

ships in Pullman. The band was also honored 

with awards for Best Drum Major and Best 

Brass & Winds. 

“This has been a great fall for us,” says Chiawana 

Marching Band Director Kevin Clayton. “We have 

enjoyed a very successful season.” 

The Pasco High School marching band and color-

guard has also enjoyed a very successful fall. The 

Bulldogs traveled to Spokane on October 8 and 

placed 6th at the Spokane Marching Band Champion-

ships. Two weeks later, the PHS Marching Band 

placed 1st in the AA division, and 10th overall, at the 

Puget Sound Festival of Bands in Everett on October 

22. The band also brought home awards for Best Per-

cussion, Best Colorguard, Best Music, Best Visual, 

and Best General Effect from that com-

petition. 

“This year’s marching band is one of the 

most remarkable group of students I’ve 

had the privilege of working with,” says 

Heidi Hanes, Pasco High’s Director of 

Bands. “Back in August during band 

camp I said this would be a very special 

group and they definitely are. They are 

the future of the Pasco High band pro-

gram and I cannot wait to watch them 

grow.” 
Pasco High School Marching Band members celebrate after placing 1st 

in the AA division at the Puget Sound Festival of Bands in Everett. 

The Chiawana High School Marching Band takes the field at Martin 

Stadium during the WSU Marching Band Championships in Pullman. 
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Pasco School District is joining school districts across 

the state in voluntarily sampling and testing drinking 

water for lead and copper. Under current law, schools 

served by city water systems are exempt from manda-

tory water testing, however Pasco School District is 

taking a proactive approach to ensure that all students 

and staff have safe, clean drinking water. 

  

The testing, conducted by Fulcrum Environmental 

Consulting and in consultation with the Benton Frank-

lin Health District, will begin the evening of Nov. 9 

and conclude on the afternoon of Nov. 11. There is no 

school on Nov. 10 for the trimester break or Nov. 11 

in observance of Veteran’s Day. 

 

During the two-day process about 1,100 fixtures will 

be tested and will include all fixtures that supply 

drinking water, are used for food preparation, or could 

be used to fill a water bottle. Access to water will be 

restricted during the testing period. Fixtures being 

tested will be clearly marked with a plastic bag, a tag, 

and a warning that the fixture is being tested.  

 

The planning team has notified outside groups using 

district facilities during testing that they will need to 

provide their own drinking water. Bottled water will 

be provided for scheduled school events and practices. 

Upon conclusion of the sampling, the bags and tags 

will be removed from fixtures and normal use may 

resume.  

 

The district will receive the results of the testing in 

December. The Environmental Protection Agency 

recommends further action if lead levels are above 15 

parts per billion. In the event that high levels are 

found, parents and staff members will be notified and 

the fixture will be isolated or disabled until appropri-

ate measures are taken.  

 
Additional information on Lead in School Drinking 
Water can be found on the Washington State Depart-
ment of Health website.  

District to Conduct Water Testing in Schools, Buildings Nov. 9-11 

Pasco High’s 1st Career Fair Big Success 

More than 120 community members participated in Pasco High 

School’s first Career Fair on Nov.1. The event was designed to 

give students an opportunity to learn more about the wide range 

of careers available here in our community and around the North-

west. 

The speakers represented a wide range of career paths, from re-

search scientists and computer programmers, to police officers, 

financial advisors, journalists and even food truck operators. 

“We really asked the speakers to focus on the story of how 

they’ve gotten to where they are today,” says Marcie White, a 

Pasco High teacher who helped organize the event alongside fel-

low teacher Julia Dudley. “We don’t want our students to just un-

derstand the mechanics of a career. We want them to understand 

the educational or experience-based path needed to pursue a partic-

ular career.” 

Motivational speaker and Pasco High grad    

Marlando Sparks was one of the featured 

speakers at Pasco High School’s first Career 

Fair on Nov. 1. 

Click HERE to 

watch a video 

demonstrating 

how the water  

testing will be 

conducted. 

http://www.doh.wa.gov/CommunityandEnvironment/DrinkingWater/Contaminants/LeadinSchoolFAQ#Fixtures
http://www.doh.wa.gov/CommunityandEnvironment/DrinkingWater/Contaminants/LeadinSchoolFAQ#Fixtures
http://www.doh.wa.gov/
http://www.doh.wa.gov/
https://youtu.be/digZRIm5Log
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Saluting Students 

Livingston Elementary student leaders 

(left to right) Aiden Miller, Mario       

Casteneda and Carly Bowman led the 

flag salute at the Board of Directors  

meeting on October 25. 

Students, Staffers Sport Pink to Support Breast Cancer Awareness 

 

Photos (clockwise from top right): Students at Chess Elementary dressed up for Pink Day on Oct. 25. Chia-

wana High School science teacher Chris Pitzer looks a bit like “Larry” from The Three Stooges as he gets his 

head shaved during the Pink Week assembly. Meanwhile, CHS English teacher Guy Smurthwaite sports a pink 

ribbon on his freshly-shaven dome. The CHS ASB/Leadership team raised $4,281 for the Tri-Cities Cancer 

Center as a result of their Pink Week fundraising efforts. Staff members at Chess Elementary donned pink at-

tire for Pink Day on Oct. 25. Chiawana High School staff members show off their pink. 
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The Pasco School District’s 17th annual business simulation event for 
high school seniors, Enterprise Week, is Nov. 28-Dec. 2 at the TRAC 
in Pasco. Volunteers are needed to continue to make this valuable 
program a success.  

The weeklong program provides seniors from Chiawana, New Hori-
zons, and Pasco high schools the opportunity to experience the busi-
ness world by developing a new product and working as a company 
team to build a supporting business for that product. 

Company advisors are needed as well as judges. Company advisors 
are assigned a company of 14 to 15 students to mentor through the 
business operating cycle. Advisors are needed daily between the 
hours of 7:30 a.m. and 2:30 p.m. Company advisor duties can also be 
shared if it is not possible to be at the event for all of the required 
hours.  

Judges are needed on Dec. 1 and 2 to review the work of student com-
panies in the areas of marketing, human resources, and digital story 
board, and to judge stockholder presentations and the culminating tradeshow. Shifts are two hours or less, 
times vary, and no experience is necessary. 

Volunteers do not need any business experience to play a meaningful part in Enterprise Week. All materials, 
such as scoring sheets, will be provided.  

Enterprise Week provides students the opportunity to work as a team, to think critically, to build leadership 
skills, and to learn about business ethics and the free enterprise system.  

To sign up or for more information, please contact the Enterprise Week office at 543-6727 or visit the Enter-

prise website at http://www.psd1.org/enterprise. 

Volunteers Still Needed for Enterprise Week 

Livingston Elementary staff members are showing their support this fall for two of their colleagues who are 

battling cancer. On Mondays, the staff wears pink shirts in support of one of their fellow teachers who is bat-

tling breast cancer. Then on Tuesdays, they wear blue ties, blue bracelets and other forms of blue to show 

their support for a colleague who recently had surgery due to prostate cancer. 
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After Jesus Ramirez was born, doctors told his par-

ents that he probably wouldn’t live past the age of 

three. That was 16 years ago. These days, Ramirez is 

one of the most active students you’ll find at Chia-

wana High School, although he continues to battle 

some serious health issues. 

“His perseverance is impressive. He never gives up 

and he doesn’t want to be treated differently,” says 

Trevor Haney, a Special Education teacher at 

Chiawana who is Ramirez’s case worker. “He knows 

that any day could be his last day, yet he just puts out 

so much effort. He doesn’t want to fall behind and he 

doesn’t want to be given a break either. He wants to 

do what everybody else does,” Haney adds. 

Ramirez was born with a heart defect and severe sco-

liosis. He also has severe lung problems and has to 

sleep with a ventilator at night. “He has 30 percent 

function with one lung, and about 70 percent on the 

other,” says Randy Dimond, Ramirez’s personal 

nurse who’s been with him since he was six months 

old and often spends several hours a day with him. 

While Ramirez was growing up, Dimond says he was 

in the hospital every six to eight weeks for surgeries 

and procedures.  

Remarkably, Ramirez continues to overcome health 

challenges on a daily basis. To say that Jesus is an 

active member of the Chiawana student body doesn’t 

give him enough credit. He’s a member of the march-

ing band, the Future Farmers of America, DECA and 

the tech club. “I just like to do stuff and try new 

things,” Ramirez says. 

He’s been part of the percussion section in the march-

ing band for the last two years. He’s also an active 

member of the Chiawana FFA, and raised three pigs, 

two rabbits and four chickens that were all sold at the 

Benton-Franklin Fair and the Columbia Basin Junior 

Livestock Show in Connell this summer. “You have 

to take care of them, visit them in the barn every day, 

make sure they’re getting fed. It’s a lot of work, but 

it’s a lot of fun,” Ramirez says.  

“I just admire his dedication to his education, espe-

cially considering all the health stuff that's going on,” 

says Tino Barrera, one of Chiawana’s sophomore 

class counselors. “He gets here at 7:10 every morning 

and some days he's here until 6:30 at night for band 

practice. Jesus is always here and involved in some-

thing. He's definitely one of a kind.” 

Ramirez says he has big plans for the future. He 

wants to attend Washington State University and 

study engineering. But before that, he has another 

goal in his sights. “Next year, I’m going to talk with 

Mr. Berrera,” Ramirez says. “I want to go over to 

Pasco High so I can do wood shop. I’ve always want-

ed to try wood shop. I just like to create and build 

stuff.” 

“The bottom line is he just keeps going,” Haney adds. 

“He keeps climbing that mountain, and for him there 

might not be another side of that mountain and he 

knows that. He knows that he’s different, but he 

doesn’t want to be different. He just wants to be like 

everybody else.” 

Active CHS Sophomore Doesn’t Let Health Issues Slow Him Down 

Jesus Ramirez is an active member of the Chiawana 

High School student body. 
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Emerson Students Celebrate ‘Walk to School’ Day 

More than 100 kids, parents and teachers all walked to school together on 

Oct. 19 as part of “Walk to School Day” at Emerson Elementary. The school 

partnered with Safe Kids Benton-Franklin to promote walking to school as a 

safe and fun way to get to school, and to raise awareness about important 

pedestrian safety information.  

Officers with the Pasco Police Department also  participated in the event to 

talk with kids about making sure they follow safe walking routes to school. 

Congratulations to our PEAK! of the Week Conover Insurance! These Chess Elementary partners helped out 

with the school’s new attendance campaign. The class with the best attendance of the month, including ab-

sences and tardies, earned a special treat. Conover provided Hot Cheetos to the winning class. Thank you 

Conover Insurance for making the day a little more special and showing students that attendance matters!  

Proud of Pasco 

Positively Pasco 

https://youtu.be/-RvR2S23MFQ
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Check Out Angelou Elementary at Next VIP Day  

The Pasco School District invites you to spend a 

morning with a student during one of our VIP Days. 

You’ll get a chance to engage in classroom activities 

and experience for yourself the exceptional qualities 

that make Pasco Schools an exciting place to learn. 

The event is free, continental breakfast and lunch are 

provided, and translation services are available. Our 

next VIP Day is scheduled for Nov. 15 at Maya   

Angelou Elementary School from 9 a.m.-12 p.m.  

Registration is required and you can do that by calling (509) 546-2686 or clicking HERE:            

http://bit.ly/psdvipdays 

Chiawana Stage Company is proud to present 

“The Diary of Anne Frank,” a play adapted 

by Wendy Kesselman from the Pulitzer Prize 

award-winning script originally written by 

Frances Goodrich and Albert Hackett. It is 

based on Anne Frank’s memoirs, “Anne 

Frank: The Diary of a Young Girl.” 

Performances will be held at 7 p.m. on Nov. 

10, and 12, inside the Black Box Theatre at 

Chiawana High School. The play is directed 

by Todd Westendorf, with costumes de-

signed by Verna Schwilke.  

“The beauty of the story of Anne Frank is 

that she left behind in her diary not the fear 

or the mundane, but the everyday thoughts, 

dreams and ordinary existence of an adoles-

cent girl growing up in extremely difficult 

conditions while struggling with those things 

that every adolescent experiences,” Westen-

dorf says. “Yet, Anne’s life is far from ordi-

nary; it is courageous.” 

Tickets are $8 if purchased in advance at the 

Chiawana ASB office, open 7:30 a.m.-2:30 

p.m., Monday through Friday. Tickets are 

$10 at the door . 

Only Two More Performances of ‘The Diary of Anne Frank’ at CHS! 
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Nov. 11: Veterans Day - NO SCHOOL 

Nov. 15: VIP Day: Angelou Elementary - 9 a.m.-12 p.m. 

Nov. 15-18: K-8 Early Release: Conferences 

Nov. 22: Boar d of Directors Meeting: 6:30 p.m. 

Nov. 24-25: Thanksgiving Break - NO SCHOOL 

Nov. 28-Dec. 2: Enter pr ise Week: TRAC Center  

Nov. 30: Super intendent’s Bus Tour: Delta High School and                                     

                          Enterprise Week - 8 a.m.-12 p.m. 

Board Notes 10-25-16 
 
Study Session 
 Steve Christensen led a discussion reviewing the board’s legislative positions for the 2017 Legislative session. 
 
Reports/Discussions: 
 Suzanne Hall provided the board an overview of the curriculum review committees that have started their work to 

select new curriculum materials. There are eight different committees covering science, social studies, visual arts, 
technology, world languages, leadership, music and physical fitness. 

 Erich Bolz provided the board a report on Adverse Childhood Experiences and the impacts they can have as a child 
grows older through adolescence and into adulthood. 

 
Action Items: 

 The Board approved Resolution No. 931, which is official acceptance of the Mark Twain Parking Renovation Pro-
ject. 

 The Board approved Resolution No. 932, which is official acceptance of the Stevens Site Improvement Project. 
 The Board approved Resolution No. 930, which provides for the submission to the District’s voters, at a special 

election to be held on February 14, 2017, of a proposition authorizing the District to issue general obligation bonds 
in the principal amount of no more than $69,500,000 for the purpose of paying the costs of certain capital improve-
ments to District facilities. 

 
Consent Agenda was approved with: 
Personnel; Warrant Approval; Approval of Pasco High Phase III Project Change Order No. 3; Approval of Overnight 
Student Travel for McLoughlin Middle School FCCLA to State Officer Executive Meeting in Yakima, WA; Approval 
of License Agreement for the Commercial Foods Academy; Approval of Overnight Student Travel for Chiawana High 
School Speech and Debate Club to Central Valley Bear Brawl Competition in Spokane, WA; Approval of Out of State 
Overnight Student Travel for Chiawana High School Ski Club to Park City Ski Resort in Park City, UT. 
 
Board meetings are broadcast on PSC-TV (Pasco City Television) Channel 191 on Charter Cable in Pasco. You 

can view the schedule at: www.pasco-wa.gov/psctvschedule. The City of Pasco is also streaming the meetings at: 

www.pasco-wa.gov/psctvOnDemand. The meetings are also posted on the District You Tube channel: Pasco 

School 

Board meetings are held the 2nd and 4th Tuesday of the month at 6:30 p.m. (the only exceptions being December 

and July). Meetings begin at 6:30 p.m. Study sessions are held in advance of regularly schooled board meetings 

at 4:30 p.m.  

Board agendas are posted on Friday prior to the meeting. Agendas and minutes can be viewed at www.psd1.org/
domain/24. 
 

Upcoming Events: 
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